Factor V Leiden and prothrombin gene mutation in inflammatory bowel disease in a Mediterranean area.
Thromboembolism has been reported to be associated with inflammatory bowel disease. To evaluate the association of factor V Leiden and prothrombin gene mutation with inflammatory bowel disease in a population of patients with thromboembolic events and inflammatory bowel disease and in a control population of patients with inflammatory bowel disease without thromboembolic events. A series of 18 patients with inflammatory bowel disease and a history of arterial or venous thrombosis and 45 patients with inflammatory bowel disease without thromboembolic events were evaluated for the presence of factor V Leiden and prothrombin gene mutation. Frequency of gene mutation was compared with its occurrence in 100 healthy controls. One patient with inflammatory bowel disease without thromboembolic events was heterozygous for factor V Leiden mutation. whereas no patient with a thromboembolic event had factor V Leiden mutation. No patients (either cases or controls) had prothrombin gene mutation. In the healthy population the frequency of factor V Leiden and prothrombin mutation was 5% and 2%, respectively. Data emerging from the present study do not support any role of factor V Leiden and prothrombin gene mutation as the cause of thromboembolism in inflammatory bowel disease.